College.gov: Higher Education

<Obstacles>
Jamal: Before attending college the gossip that college is too hard made me nervous.

Emily:  Well college is very expensive, it’s a big investment and like a lot of families my family wasn’t in a position where we could pay every single tuition bill right up front.

Rob: Going to college was definitely the right move for me. That being said, at first it was a really big adjustment.

Evan: In high school I definitely knew I wanted to go to college but I was not focused on school at all. I was definitely focused on other things- more parties and dances and sports.  Pretty much anything that didn’t have to do with school at all.

Tarika: I started off thinking that college wasn’t an option for me because I didn’t have the money. However, I did have the grades and all the requirements to graduate.

Jamal: I wasn’t really aware of the tutoring services offered from different colleges. Therefore I didn’t earn the best grades my first semester of college. However, I took advantage of those services and applied it to my work. I improved my GPA from a 2.4 to a 3.5. These services and professors are here to help you, not bring you down.

Emily: I didn’t let that stop me from going to college. I applied for and received Federal Student Aid.  Um, I applied for local and school scholarships and I received grant money from my state.  It wasn’t necessarily the easiest thing or the most convenient thing to do but in the end it was definitely worth it because I know that college is the best investment I will ever make and it’s something that will always be there for me.

Rob: I came from a school setting in which there was only about 100 kids in my class. Everybody knew each other. I knew all the teachers’ names; all the teachers knew my names. So I came from that and then I was all of a sudden put into a situation which there were thousands of people around me. Um, so it was overwhelming at first but that being said it was definitely good for me.  And because it forced me to take charge of my own life and manage my own time accordingly.

Evan: That definitely took a toll on my grades but I knew the whole time that I wanted to go to college. I got a good opportunity to go to a school that I knew I would love and I decided to attend there.

Tarika: I received a full scholarship to a community college which was great. I also talked to high school students for them to consider community college as an option. People usually downgrade community college because it’s a community college but I’m getting the same education compared to a 4-year university.

<Opportunities>
Jamal: In addition to the great services I have taken advantage of, I have met new, diverse, and interesting people. Not only am I developing personal relationships but I’m also developing professional relationships that may last for a lifetime.  Going to college gives you the opportunity to experience another world – high school just doesn’t cover it.

Emily: Well I’ve been dancing since I was six years old and one of my favorite things about college is that I’ve been able to continue studying dance, and I’m taking dance classes for credit, and I’ve also been able to teach other college students ballet. I’ve participated in a student-produced dance concert.

Rob: Going to college has really given me some once in a lifetime opportunities. For example, I spent six months of the past year studying abroad in South Africa.  And while I was there I really got to do things I never thought I’d be able to do, meet people that I otherwise would have never have met.

Evan: Now that I am in college here I love it a lot; it’s a great experience. I’m involved in some activities that I know I wouldn’t be involved in if I didn’t go to school here. I’m in a program that will mentor freshman coming in to make sure they stay on the right track. And now that I’m in college I’m managing my time well and I’m making sure that I’m doing what I’m supposed to do.

Tarika:  One opportunity I received by being a college student is I’m an intern at the U.S. Department of Education Federal Student Aid. I’m having lots of fun, I’m meeting new friends, learning new things and it’s opening more doors for me.

Jamal: Don’t make your world smaller; make it larger with the experience of learning new ideas, new social situations, and personal relationships.

Emily: It’s been a lot of fun, I’ve met a lot of really great people and it’s an opportunity I would only have at college. So yeah, (laugh)

Rob: So that was something that I’ll definitely never forget and something that going to college really helped me do all the while earning credits for my college education here, so it was really an incredible experience.

Evan: And I couldn’t be happier that I decided to go here. 

Tarika: It doesn’t matter where you receive your education as long as you get your education. It will open more doors and opportunities for you. Trust me.

