College.gov: College is Achievable

Ian: Hey, there you are. Right now we’re in the lower level of the Department of Education.  College.gov has brought me on to convince you to go to college, but if you’re like me you hate being lectured.  So that’s not what I’m going to do. What we’re going to do is try to find the stories of your lives right now. We’re going to find people who went through the same thing and who are thinking the same thing that you’re thinking right now.  So, let’s go find them.

Ian: Hi, let’s ask him. Excuse me? Ian.
Bernard: Bernard.

Ian: Bernard, nice to meet you. Now Bernard, can I ask you a question.

Bernard: Sure!

Ian: I’m shooting a video and College.gov asked me to convince people to go to college. Now, we know it’s not that simple, it’s not as simple as a lecture, right?

Bernard: Right.

Ian: So what I want to do, I’m trying to get people’s stories.  Are you in college?

Bernard: Yeah.
Ian: So will you do me a favor and will you tell the kids out there why they need to go to college?  Tell them your story.

Bernard: Sure. Man I come from right here in DC. You know I almost became a statistic. You know and the whole situation of wanting that fast money fast-paced life. So I skipped over those things and seen a different light on my life.  I saw another choice I could make. So I made my decision, changed my life around and started to want to become a businessman and go to college.  So now I’m in college, I’m doing my thing, and I’m headed to the top. No more dreams of wanting to be a rapper but be a businessman.  So now college is helping me pave my way.

Ian: So if I asked you one word to describe your experience or one word to get you through everything, what would that be?
Bernard: Determination.

Ian. Determination. Bernard, thank you.

Bernard: Thank you!

Ian: Determination.

Ian: So this is…

Oliver: Oliver.

Ian: Oliver, nice to meet you, Oliver.  I’m shooting a movie, Oliver. I’m trying to tell the kids out there why they need to go to college.  And if you don’t mind, I’d love to hear your story. Just a little bit about maybe your college experience.  Was it easy? You know, uh, how’d you pay for it? Just tell me anything.

Oliver: OK well money was never really an issue for me personally like it is for a lot of people. But what was an issue was an expectation was set. By having that money there, it really put a lot of pressure on me and weighed me down.

Ian: To go to a good school, make sure you finish on time.

Oliver: Yeah, to get good grades, do well on my SATs. And really through the beginning of high school I didn’t really think much about college because I always knew it was in my future. It was always an expectation of my parents and really an expectation of mine.  And as time went on, about halfway through my junior year, I realized that it was on me.  It was my life, my decision, and to pick a school - it was my choice. So I really took that when I had that sort of epiphany and ran with it. And I started doing better in school. I got my SAT scores up.  I took the SATs like three times and started going with friends and visiting schools and really bought in to going to college and trying to live up to that expectation. 

Ian: So the most important thing for the young kids out there to know is they need to be selfish, right? Selfish.

Oliver: Uhhhh?

Ian: (whisper) Hey, let’s talk to her.

Ian: Hi.

Chelsea: Hello.

Ian: My name’s Ian.

Chelsea: Chelsea, nice to meet you.

Ian: Chelsea, can you help me out for a second?

Chelsea: Sure.

Ian: I’m shooting a video and I’m trying to show everybody, all the kids out there, that they need to go to college. But I don’t want to just lecture them. So can you tell me your story? Can you tell me your process?

Chelsea: No problem. Um well I always knew I wanted to go to college in my future. So throughout my high school career I had the grades, had the test scores, and then senior year came.  I applied to all my prospective schools and I got accepted but when decision, decision-making process came I became indecisive of what I wanted my major to be.  I didn’t know if I wanted to continue and pursue the major I chose and the money factor came also. You now school’s expensive and I didn’t really have the money to pay for the school that I chose. And I didn’t want to be with the burden of student loans so in result of that I attended a local community college and it kind of gave me a way to start over and now I’m on the right track to where I want to be.
Ian: Really?

Chelsea: Yes.

Ian: Now in this video project I’ve learned that students need to be determined, they need to be selfish.  If you could give me one more word that sums up everything,  you know,  all prospective students need to have or need to be, what would that word be? What was your word?
Chelsea: I’ll have to say goal.

Ian: Goal?

Chelsea: Yes I plan on setting my goals. I have huge goals for myself, and that’s it.

Ian: So determined, selfish and you need to have a goal. Let’s go talk about it.

Ian: So in this clearly realistic video we learned three things: That getting into college boils down to being determined, being selfish, and having a goal. But in all honesty, college boils down to more than three words, right? So then what was the point of this video? The point of this video was to show you that your story is our story and our story is your story. You don’t have to feel alone.

So go to College.gov right now. Go.

All: Go! Go now, go! What are you waiting for? 

